
Although patients with atherosclerotic carotid
artery disease show significantly greater co-

morbidities than do similar patients with non-
atherosclerotic carotid artery disease, they did
not have significantly greater rates of
death/stroke/MI in the perioperative period or at
30 days, according to a registry study to be pre-
sented at Saturday morning’s Plenary Session.

The Vascular Registry® (VR) is a Web-based
database that collects long-term outcomes on
carotid artery stenting (CAS) and carotid en-
darterectomy (CEA) patients. The VR was used
to determine outcomes after CAS in patients
with atherosclerotic carotid artery disease (ATH)
compared with non-atherosclerotic carotid artery
disease (NON), including restenosis and radia-
tion-induced stenosis, according to Rodney A.
White, MD, from Harbor UCLA Medical
Center, Torrance, Calif. Dr. White will present
the study on behalf of his colleagues for the Out-
comes Committee of the Society for Vascular
Surgery.

Up to November 2009, there were discharge
data for more than 4,000 CAS patients, of which
72% had ATH. Of the remaining 28% (NON
cohort), restenosis was responsible for most
(76%); 16% was radiation-induced; and 8% was

Registry Sheds
Light on Carotid
Procedures

Continued on page 19
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Saturday, June 13
6:00 am – 6:00 pm Registration Open
CCC: Lower F Lobby
6:30 am – 8:00 am Concurrent 
Breakfast Sessions
B5: Hybrid Procedures for Thoracic
and Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms
CCC: Korbel 4
B6: The Practice of Vascular Surgery
in the Community
CCC: 401/402/403/404
8:00 am – 9:20 am
S6: SVS Plenary Session
CCC: Korbel 1 & 2
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Exhibits Open
CCC: Exhibit Hall F

9:20 am – 9:50 am Coffee Break
CCC: Exhibit Hall F
9:50 am – 10:30 am
S7: SVS Plenary Session
CCC: Korbel 1 & 2
10:30 am – Noon F2: Poster Runoff:
Championship Round*
CCC: Korbel 1 & 2
Noon – 1:30 pm Lunch: Exhibit Hall F
Noon – 1:30 pm Peripheral Vascular
Surgery Society Business Luncheon
Hyatt Regency Denver, Mineral F-G
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Concurrent 
Breakout Sessions
C10: Clinical Debates
Debate 1: Resolved: Surgical
Reconstruction Is the Optimal
Management for “Effort” Thrombosis
of the Axillosubclavian Vein
Debate 2: Revascularization for
TASC D Disease of the Lower
Extremity: Endovascular Therapy vs.
Open Surgical Repair
CCC: Korbel 1 & 2

C11: Peripheral Vascular Surgery
Society Papers
CCC: 502/503/504
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm General Surgery
Resident/Medical Student
Educational Program*
CCC: 501
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Coffee Break
CCC: 400 Foyer
3:30 pm – 5:00 pm Concurrent
Breakout Sessions
C12: Joint Session With European
Society for Vascular Surgery and
Society for Vascular Surgery—
Simulation Training for Open
Surgical Procedures
CCC: 401/402/403/404
C13: Research Forum—New
Paradigms and Therapies in Venous
Thrombosis and Its Sequelae
CCC: 405/406/407
C14: The Coat of Many Colors:
Paving the Way for Diversity on Both
Sides of the Patient Care Paradigm
(Sponsored by the SVS Women’s

Issues Committee and Diversity
Committee)
CCC: 301
C15: Peripheral Vascular Surgery
Society Papers
CCC: 502/503/504

Sunday, June 14
6:30 am – 8:30 am Registration Open
CCC: Lower F Lobby
7:00 am – 8:30 am Rapid-Paced
Paper Session
R1: Paper Session I
CCC: 401/402/403
8:30 am – 9:00 am Coffee Break
CCC: 400 Foyer
9:00 am – 10:30 am Rapid-Paced
Paper Session
R2: Paper Session II
CCC: 401/402/403
10:30 am Meeting Adjourns

*Session not accredited for CME credit.
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Dr. Clagett Questions the Cost of
Vascular Intervention in His Address
In his Presidential Address on Friday morning, G.

Patrick Clagett, MD, raised the question: “Does Vas-
cular Surgery Cost Too Much?”  in a deliberate depar-

ture from the typical “State of the Union”-type speech.
His reason was profound: “I have become increasingly

concerned about the cost of vascular intervention.  I think
that this is reaching a crisis state that will have an im-
pact on the way in which we practice.”   

He said that he felt comfortable departing from tradi-
tion because all of the business of the State of the Union
of the Society for Vascular Surgery had recently been
“most ably taken care of in a superb treatise on the scope
of SVS activities and programs published in the Decem-
ber 2008 issue of the JVS by our Past President, K. Wayne
Johnston. I urge you to read this. Dr. Johnston outlines SVS
programs in the context of Strategic Initiatives that were
determined by the SVS Board of Directors last year. Our
Councils and their committees are bursting with activity,
and over 270 SVS members volunteer their time in serv-
ing on these committees.” 

He added that the SVS is making continued efforts to
reach out to the entire vascular community, including in-
ternational members, vascular technologists, vascular
PAs, nurses and, most recently, podiatrists. In addition,
the process for Council and Committee appointments has
been made more democratic. When there are Committee
vacancies, RFAs are sent out asking for interest in Com-
mittee assignments and appointments are made on the ba-
sis of expertise and availability, not on “who you know.”

Returning to his economic theme, Dr. Clagett point-
ed out that, in a world of diminishing resources, the

question of cost is not just one of economic fairness, but
also one of ultimate patient care. Cost will play a key
role in determining which patients get which procedures
and when.

“Our economy is in bad shape, we are in a recession,
and the federal deficit is ever increasing,” he said. Fed-
eral spending for health care, which includes Medicare
and Medicaid, is approximately 50% of all health ex-
penditures. Federal funding will also double from $800

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

M
A

R
T

IN
A

L
L

R
E

D

Incoming SVS President Anton N. Sidawy, MD (l),
congratulates outgoing President G. Patrick
Clagett, MD, on his address.

Continued on page 18



Fairfield County, Connecticut- Vascular Surgeon Opportunity 
The Division of Vascular  & Endovascular Surgery at this academically affiliated, 275 bed hospital is seeking a
BC/BE Vascular Surgeon with strong Endovascular training and skills to join the existing team of two vascular
surgeons.  For the fourth consecutive year, this hospital was ranked in the top 5 percent of hospitals in the
United States for overall clinical excellence by HealthGrades.  Fairfield County Connecticut offers easy access
to New York City as well as great communities to raise a family. 

Highlights of this Opportunity
• University affiliated physician group
• On-campus surgical residency program
• Service area of well over 200,000
• New Endovascular Thoracic Aneurysm Program
• Busy dialysis access and office based venous
  programs
• Fully accredited non-invasive vascular lab
  performing over 8,000 studies annually
• Call 1:3 

 

**** POTENTIAL ON-SITE INTERVIEWS AT THE VASCULAR ANNUAL MEETING IN DENVER JUNE 11TH & 12TH ****  

Compensation Package 
• VERY competitive base salary - Commensurate
  with experience 

• Productivity bonus based on wRVUs -
  Tremendous upside potential 

• Full benefits package including 6 weeks of PTO

• Potential for protected time for teaching if desired
  by the physician and needed by the program

Contact: J. David Buckley, President
Office:  401-349-5515 Ext. 14
Fax:  401-227-4023
Email:  david@eoshs.com 
Website: www.eoshs.com  

A new dawn in healthcare recruitment
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Breakfast
With SVS

Attendees can choose from
two concurrent sessions

each day.

Saturday, June 13
6:30 am – 8:00 am
Concurrent Breakfast Sessions

B5: Hybrid Procedures for
Thoracic and Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysms
Moderators: Mark A. Farber, MD,
University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill; Alan B. Lumsden,
MD, The Methodist Hospital,
Houston, Texas
CCC: Korbel 4

B6: The Practice of Vascular
Surgery in the Community
Moderators: Dennis R. Gable, MD,
Baylor Vascular Hospital, Dallas,
Texas; Russell H. Samson, MD,
Mote Vascular Foundation,
Sarasota, Fla.
CCC: 401/402/403/404

SVU Board of Directors
Appoints Student Rep
SVU recently completed the judging

of applications received from SVU
student members interested in being
the new student representative on the
2009 SVU Board of Directors. 

A panel of judges from the SVU
Board of Directors selected Heather K.
Medeiros of Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. Heather is
in the vascular sonography program
and is scheduled to graduate in August
2010. 

She is attending both the June 10
SVU Board of Directors meeting in
Denver and the Dec. 11-12 SVU Board
meeting in northern Kentucky. As the
student representative, Heather will
have a great opportunity to learn about
the inner workings of the SVU Board,
and in return, contribute her input and
unique perspective on appropriate
Board meeting discussions this year.
This is a nonpaid, nonvoting position,
but SVU provides the student with a
complimentary hotel room for the
Board meetings and reimburses any
travel expenses to attend the two board
meetings.

Heather also will serve on the SVU
Membership Committee and will be

profiled in a future issue of the month-
ly e-Spectrum online newsletter on the
SVU Web site. At the conclusion of her
1-year term on the board, Heather will
be required to write an article for e-Spec-
trum describing her experiences as the
appointed student representative. ■

attributable to other causes. 
ATH patients were significantly older

than their NON counterparts (72 years vs.
69 years, respectively), significantly more
likely to be male (61% vs. 57%), and sig-
nificantly more likely to be of Hispanic
origin (5% vs. 3%). The ATH group also
had a higher prevalence of preprocedural
CAD, MI, VHD, CHF, arrhythmia, dia-
betes, and COPD; NON had a higher
prevalence of preprocedural TMB/amau-
rosis fugax, smoking, and cancer. 

The ATH group had higher rates of
clinically significant intraprocedural ar-
rhythmia (1.7% vs. 0.88%) and hy-
potension (6.8% vs. 1.8%), while the
NON group had more acute occlusion

(0.35% vs. 0.03%). No significant dif-
ferences were seen in death/stroke/MI.

However, the ATH group showed a sig-
nificantly higher incidence of periSoper-
ative TIA (1.5% vs. 0.6%) and was close
to statistical significance in 30-day TIA
(3.2% vs. 1.7%; P = 0.052). There were
no differences in outcomes when per-
forming gender analysis either within or
between groups. Finally, there were no sta-
tistical differences in 30-day outcomes of
symptomatic and asymptomatic ATH and
NON patients, according to the results.

“With continued enrollment and follow-
up, analysis of the Vascular Registry will
supplement RCTs by providing CAS out-
comes in current practice with sufficient
numbers to serve as an outcome assessment
tool of important patient subsets and across
the spectrum of peripheral vascular proce-
dures,” the researchers concluded. ■

Registry Study
continued from page 1
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The SVS Welcome Reception was held in the Exhibit Hall early 
Thursday evening. The event was sponsored by Boston Scientific.

SVS Welcome Reception 

Previously appointed student
representatives on the SVU Board
of Directors were as follows:

2008
Bonita “Bonnie” August,
Cuyahoga Community College
Parma, Ohio

2007
Carol Kozusko, Morristown
Memorial Hospital
Morristown, N.J.

2006
Bruce Mashburn, Coosa Valley
Technical College
Rome, Ga.

2005
Robert Sexton, Oregon
Institute of Technology
Klamath Falls, Ore.




