
Vascular health care is at a critical 

juncture in its history. With the 

convergence of a growing senior 

population and the constant advent 

of innovative medical technolo-

gies, the role of the vascular sur-

geon becomes even more impor-

tant. In order for critical advance-

ments to occur in our field, the 

continued quest for knowledge in 

both research and education is 

paramount.  Assisting us in this 

pursuit are two valuable profes-

sional allies, the Society for Vas-

cular Surgery (SVS) which deliv-

ers member programs and services 

and its foundation, the American 

Vascular Association (AVA).   

In July of 2008, AVA launched a 

year-long Open the Pathway fund-

raising campaign. This historic 

fundraising effort is uniting vascu-

lar surgeons and corporate partners 

in generating vital resources for 

quality education and pioneering 

research.   

AVA is a grant-making resource 

that is proactively generating sup-

port for innovative education, basic 

and clinical research and progres-

sive initiatives that promote the 

value and relevance of the vascular 

surgeon.   

AVA leadership has established a 

challenge goal of $3 million in 

cash and pledges from our mem-

bership and corporate partners.  

Our project is off to an             

outstanding start having secured 

nearly $1.7 million in pledges   

from SVS leaders and visionary 

corporate partners.  

AVA Foundation: Catalyst for Vascular Health! 

National Steering Committee  
Top Row:  George Andros, G. Patrick Clagett, Michael Dalsing, Bruce Gewertz, Joseph Mills, William H. Pearce  

Bottom Row:  Anton Sidawy, Daniel Walsh, Robert Zwolak, Stefan Richter (Abbott Vascular), Richard Fabian (Philips Healthcare) 
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The early response from our 

members has been inspirational. 

With the exceptional generosity 

of the AVA and SVS board 

members, the campaign has 

raised over $175,000 in member 

pledges to date.  Open the Path-

way is an excellent opportunity 

to invest in the future of vascular 

health care and demonstrate your 

commitment to our Society.     

ñKites rise highest 

against the wind, not 

with it.ò 

- Winston Churchill  



Abbott Vascular and its team of 

forward thinking executives 

helped the Open the Pathway to 

a terrific start with an unprece-

dented gift of $1 million to the 

AVA.  Stefan Richter, vice 

president and general manager of 

endovascular at Abbott Vascular, 

played an integral role in putting 

together the partnership agree-

ment between AVA and Abbott.  

Through the course of this five-

year partnership, AVA will pro-

vide tremendous value to Abbott 

in return for their groundbreak-

ing gift.  With assistance from 

the SVS, AVA has assembled a 

team of  expert vascular sur-

geons to partner with Abbott in 

the areas of product develop-

ment, clinical/economic study 

design, and clinical research.  

This partnership will not only 

advance AVA and Abbottôs 

respective agendas, but will help 

to further the vascular commu-

nity as a whole. As a premier 

supporter of the campaign, 

Stefan Richter has been invited 

to serve on the National Steering 

Committee for the Open the 

Pathway campaign. Leadership 

gifts, such as the $1 million gift 

from Abbott, play a vital role in 

the success of campaigns.  

Thank you again Stefan and all 

of your colleagues at Abbott for 

helping to put together this inno-

vative partnership.   

the Pathway is currently seek-

ing regional and local leaders 

who will publicly advocate, 

promote and financially sup-

port the campaign. As we pub-

licly announce the Open the 

Pathway campaign in early 

2009 our national, regional 

and local leaders will play a 

The Open the Pathway cam-

paign offers many opportuni-

ties to serve in a leadership 

capacity. While the National 

Steering Committee has been 

finalized (aside from one cor-

porate slot), additional leader-

ship positions are still avail-

able to SVS members. Open 

vital role in the successes of 

this historic initiative. If you 

would like additional informa-

tion regarding the available 

leadership positions, please 

contact the campaign office at 

(312) 334-2313 or via email 

at:           

campaigndiretor@vascularsociety.org  

Abbott Vascular contributes $1 million to   

Open the Pathway 

Seeking Motivated Regional and Local Leaders for the 

Open the Pathway Campaign 

Thank you Atrium Medical ,  

Steve Vail and Chad Carlton for 

your leadership and support of the  

Open the Pathway campaign. 

       $100,000 

Page 2 

Open the Pathway Newsletter 

ñInvesting in education and 

research is an essential 

foundation of any surgical 

specialty, and one way that 

vascular surgery can 

differentiate itself from other 

specialties.ò 

- William H. Pearce, MD 

Abbott Vascular demonstrated 
their leadership by committing     

$1 million to the campaign. 
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Atria 

Foundation 

$1,000,000 

$250,000 

$100,000 $100,000 

$50,000 

AVA Board Gifts  

George Andros, MD 

John Bergan, MD 

Alexander Clowes, MD 

Julie Ann Freischlag, MD 

Bruce Gewertz, MD 

Rebecca Maron, CAE 

William H. Pearce, MD 

Thomas Riles, MD 

 

SVS Member Gifts 

O. William Brown, MD  

G. Patrick Clagett, MD 

Frank Criado, MD  

Ronald Dalman, MD 

Michael Dalsing, MD 

R. Clement Darling, MD 

Craig Donaldson, MD 

 

John Eidt, MD 

Mark Fillinger, MD  

Peter Gloviczki, MD 

K. Wayne Johnston, MD 

Larry Kraiss, MD  

Peter Lawrence, MD 

Robert McLafferty, MD  

 

Joseph Mills, Sr., MD 

Bruce Perler, MD 

Frank Pomposelli, MD 

Richard Powell, MD 

Anton Sidawy, MD 

W. Charles Sternbergh, MD 

Robert Zwolak, MD, PhD 

 



American Vascular Association 

633 North Saint Clair Street, 24th Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312) 334-2313 (Campaign Office) 

(312) 334-2320 (Fax) 

www.vascularweb.org/ava/pathway 

The American Vascular Association (AVA) is the charitable foundation of 

the Society for Vascular Surgery (SVS), the foremost association in its 

field representing more than 2,700 vascular surgeons committed to ad-

vancing excellence and innovation in vascular health. The AVA mission 

is to reduce death and disability due to vascular disease through           

research and education. 
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To document a gift to the Open the Pathway 

campaign, please contact the campaign office 

at the information listed below: 


